deficiency. The exact role which vitamin K plays in the formation of prothrombin is yet to be decided. Is it a necessary constituent of prothrombin or does it act as a stimulus to the liver for the formation of prothrombin ? Evidence is against the former contention, since pure prothrombin preparations do not have a naphthaquinone structure. Quick (1943) described prothrombin as composed of calcium and two separate .components, one of which is stable and is probably related to the oxidationreduction systems of the blood, and the other is heat labile and inactivated by decumarol.
Bile is essential for the proper absorption of natural vitamin K. Synthetic vitamin K analogues, particularly those which are water soluble, do not need bile salts for their absorption if given in adequate doses. It is not certain as to the exact place of absorption from the bowel. Butt and Snell (1941) believe that it is absorbed through the upper part of small intestine. Javert and Macri (1941) (Simmons and Gentzkow, 1944) . Lord and Andrus (1941) (Wahi, 1946 
